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because in the ships that ply in that sea there is no accom-
modation under shelter, as there is on board those that
navigate in the Northern Sea; so that one is obliged to re-
main always exposed to the rain. In this way we reached
Gorgona, and when the master of the vessel found himself
on that island he exclaimed: "This is the devil's land;"
which was because it is thought the very worst navigation
that can be made in those parts to fetch that island. Some
have asserted that it always rains there, but they are wrong;
although it is true that during eight months out of the twelve
it rains so desperately, with thunder and lightning, that it
seems as if the elements were fighting against each other,
"When we arrived in that island the spring had begun, it
being the end of May; for when the winter sets in at Panama,
summer commences in this other country.1 Along the sea-
shore of this part of the mainland, the inhabitants have a great
deal of gold. They build their houses on the tops of trees.

Indian method of living on trees.
1 This is a strange passage: ycfc Benzoin's account of running from
Panama along the coast is perfectly correct.   We also watered at Taboga,